DEC. 3]                    ST FRANCIS XAVIER, C

being supported by competent instructions, nor edified by example, relapsed
into their ancient manners and superstitions. Such was the deplorable
situation of those countries when St Francis Xavier appeared among them
as a new star to enlighten so many infidel nations. So powerful was tue
word of God in his mouth, and such the fruit of his zeal, that in the space
of ten years he established the empire of Jesus Christ in a new world.
Nothing more sensibly afflicted him on his arrival at Goa, than the scandal-
ous deportment of the Christians, who lived in direct opposition to the
Gospel which they professed and, by their manners alienated the infidels
from the faith; he therefore thought it would be best to open his mission
with them. In order to compass a general reformation, he began by
instructing them in the principles of religion, and forming the youth to
the practice of sincere piety. Having spent the morning in assisting and
comforting the distressed in the hospitals and prisons, he walked through
all the streets of Goa, with a bell in his hand, summoning all masters, for
the love of God, to send their children and slaves to catechism. The
little children gathered together in crowds about him, and he led them to
the church and taught them the creed and practices of devotion, and
impressed on their tender minds strong sentiments of piety and religion.
By the modesty and devotion of the youth, the whole town began to change
its face and the most abandoned sinners began to blush at vice. After some
time, the saint preached in public and made his visits to private houses;
and the sweetness of his behaviour and words, and his charitable concern
for the souls of his neighbours were irresistible. Sinners were struck wijh
the horror of their crimes; usurious bonds were cancelled, restitution was
made of unjust gains, slaves who had been unjustly acquired were set at
liberty, concubines dismissed or lawfully married, and families were well
regulated.

The reformation of the whole city of Goa was accomplished in half a
year, when the saint was informed that, on the coast of La Pescaria, or
the Pearl Fishery, which is extended from Cape Comorin to the isle of
Manar, on the eastern side of the peninsula, there were certain people
called Paravas, that is, fishers, who some time ago, in order to please the
Portuguese who had succoured them against the Moors, had caused them-
selves to be baptized, but for want of instructions retained their super-
stitions and vices. Xavier had by this time got a little acquaintance with
the Malabar language, which is spoken on that coast, and taking with him
two young ecclesiastics who understood it competently well, embarked in
October, in 1542, and sailed to Cape Comorin, which faces the isle of
Ceylon and is about six hundred miles from Goa* Here St Francis went
into a village full of idolaters and preached Jesus Christ to them, but the
inhabitants told him they could not change their religion without the leave
of their lord. Their obstinacy, however, yielded to the force of miracles